Pain management in military trauma.
The wounded warrior requires immediate care, and at times, evacuation from injury. Care may be self-regulated, or may require more advanced care under the direction of medics or advanced practitioners, including physicians and surgeons. While survivability is the immediate priority, pain management has become a military initiative, recognizing that poor management of acute pain may lead to the development of chronic pain and post-traumatic stress disorder. This article reviews current initiatives used in current conflict situations, as well as those in continued care following initial stabilization.